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May 11, 1993

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
EIU NAMES PHYSICAL PLANT DIRECTOR

�

�

....

CHARLESTON, IL--Theodore Weidner of Bloomington, assistant
director of the Physical Plant at Illinois State University and a
licensed professional engineer and architect, has been named
Physical Plant director at Eastern Illinois University.
Eastern President David Jorns approved the appointment based
on the recommendation of Vice President for Business Affairs
Charles Colbert and members of a 15-member search committee.
Weidner, who begins his duties on July 19, replaces Carol
Strode, who has been serving as acting Physical Plant director
since September 1991.
Eastern Dean of Academic Development Shirley Moore,
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who headed the Physical Plant Search Committee, said, "Mr.
Weidner is extremely well qualified for the position.

His

background and experience with Illinois State are a plus. "
As director, Weidner will be responsible for managing the
operation and maintenance of the Physical Plant, including
buildings, grounds, mechanical equipment and the heat plant.

He

will also oversee building renovation and new construction
projects and administer a $10 million annual budget.
Other duties will include preventive maintenance and energy
management; long-range planning in the Physical Plant area;
interaction with campus, city, state and federal constituencies;
and oversight of the campus motor pool and central stores opera
tion.
Colbert said, "Mr. Weidner has degrees in engineering and
architecture and is certified in both, making him uniquely
qualified for the position.

He also has a tremendous amount of

energy and experience in a university setting. "
Weidner has been in his current position at Illinois State
for four years and has been responsible for the maintenance of
5. 5 million square feet of university space by six craft shops.
In addition to developing a university maintenance program, he
initiated and developed design and construction standards for the
university.
He said of his new appointment, "The Physical Plant posi
tion is a very exciting and encompassing post, with responsibili
-more-
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ties to many areas of the campus.

It includes not only oversee

ing the day-to-day operations and maintenance of the campus, but
space and facility planning that will assist the faculty in their
academic pursuits and students in their learning endeavors.
" I have found the Eastern campus to be attractive and
well-maintained given the university's limited resources.

I hope

I can contribute to the physical environment of Eastern and
assist the university in moving toward its mission and vision
statements. "
Prior to assuming his post at Illinois State, Weidner served
as manager of facilities planning and physical facilities at
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in Troy, New York, from 19881989.

He joined the staff at Rensselaer in 1980 and held numer

ous positions in the School of Engineering, including research
assistant, instructor and construction coordinator.

He has also

worked in the private sector as a structural designer and assis
tant real estate appraiser.
He has a bachelor's degree in building science and two
master's degrees in architecture and civil engineering from
Rensselaer and has completed all course work toward a doctorate
degree in structural engineering.

He is a licensed professional

engineer in Illinois and New York, licensed architect in Illinois
and Environmental Protection Agency certified asbestos abatement
designer. He is a member of the American Society of civil Engi
neers, American Institute of Plant Engineers and Society of
Professional Engineers at the national and state levels.
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